
 
 
 
June 1, 2020 
 
Dear Epworth Peace Arts Camp Parents, 
 
Thank you for your patience in waiting to find out what type of camp experience we can provide 
this summer!  Here is the latest news. 
 
We did an initial assessment in April to gauge the interest in an on-line version of Epworth 
Peace Camp, or even a hybrid of in-person and on-line camp. The responses that we have 
received from parents have been that children are becoming overloaded with remote learning 
on-line and that an in-person camp option is preferable, if safe.  
 
The Alameda County Public Health Department has declared summer camps to be 
essential businesses that can provide childcare and activities for up to 12 children of all 
parents, regardless of their work status. (Updated 6/12/20) We believe that we can create a 
safe, healthy, and psychologically positive environment in the form of an in-person camp, or 
series of camps, depending on demand. 
 
However, as we are entering Phase 2 in Berkeley and Alameda County, we are aware that 
the cases of confirmed cases of Covid-19 are rising.  We are carefully following this data, 
and should numbers continue to increase, we will reserve the right to cancel camp and 
give you a full refund to protect the health and safety of your families. 

 
Health and Safety Concerns for Children, Families and Camp Staff 
 
We know that you have many concerns about sending your child to an in-person camp.  
Epworth UMC is following the guidelines/recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control, 
The Alameda County Public Health Department and, the Berkeley Public Health Department 
and the California-Nevada Conference for United Methodist Churches. Our foremost 
consideration is the health and safety of your children. Please refer to the Epworth UMC Health 
and Safety Protocol in Appendix I, at the end of this letter, for specifics. 
 
Why Camps Are Important Resources Right Now 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced children to make significant adjustments to their routines 
(school, after-school activities, playdates), which may interfere with their sense of structure, 
predictability, security and opportunities to socialize with other adults and peers. We want to 
provide an opportunity for continued spiritual and social development, well-being, as well as 
serve as a creative outlet, a place where there is a sense of community nurturing and support. 
 
Epworth Peace Arts Camp Site 
 
Our site is not large enough to provide a full-time outdoor camp; however, there are plenty of 
exterior spaces around the building to spend a significant amount of time outside - patios, side 
yards, front lawn and a fair sized parklet less a block up the street. 
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Camp staff will receive extensive training in COVID-19 health and safety guidelines for 
counselors and campers. The site would be cleaned and disinfected during the day, as well as 
after camp hours. We have decided not to provide aftercare so that we can devote more energy 
to cleaning/disinfecting spaces used after campers leave.   
 
We are prepared to run an elementary-aged camp (K-5), as originally planned, from Monday, 
July 6 through Friday, July 10.  Camp hours will be 9am-3pm. If we fill up the July 6-10 camp, 
we may offer, if permitted, a second camp for the same age group July 13-17. 
 
If you would like to register your child/ren for Epworth Peace Arts Camp, please go to 
https://www.epworthberkeley.org/summer-camps and fill out a registration form.  And please 
contact Susan Jardin with any questions, suggestions or concerns at susanejardin@gmail.com 
or 510.499.2841. 
 
Thank you, 
 

  

 
Rev. Kristin Stoneking  Susan Jardin   Orion Lacey 
Senior Pastor               Dir., Children’s Ministries       Director, Youth Ministries 
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